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The Promisr. 
At Pentecost Peter i reached 
to the repentant people that the 
promise was unto them and Iheir 
children, aud to all that are afar 
off, eveu as many a* the Lord 
our God shall call. Subsequent 
events prove that the proclama- 
tion concerning those atar oft 
referred to the Gentile nations. 
This promise most assuredly was 
an element in the salvation of 
sinners, for Peter was add ressing 
-cruel and rebel iiona Jews, who 
bad stained their bands by cruci- 
fying the Lord Jesus. Then the 
tact that no explanation is made 
as to what the promise spoken of 
referred to, bIiowb that the Jews 
were very familiar with the 
knowledge of the promise. . 

The promise lie spoke of is the 
one made to Abraham, that in 
his seed the nations of the earth 
should be blessed. The salva- 
tion he offered to them was 
therefore the salvation through 
the promise, which is not yet 
realized in essence, but only 
bopud for by faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

All of the possession and pow- 
er ot Christians are in prospect 
only. The positive statements 
of the Bible that relate to the 
salvation of man, and things 
pertaining thereto, are all in 
prospect. We are born of God 
in prospect. The promise is to 
you and your children, says 
Peter. 

1 John 3-2, 'Now are we the 
sons of God, and itdoeth not yet 
appear what we shall be.' Again, 
Rom. 8 : 14 — 'For as many as are 
led by the spirit of God, they are 
the sons of God.' 

Now these are plain, unequiv- 
ocal statements, hut how are we 
the sons of God? This is the 
next step iu the inquiry. Is it a 
real eouship following the pro- 
cess of an actual birth I or is it 
eonship in prospect or promise 
only or through faith and obedi- 
«nce in Christ Jesus? Yea, we 
are the sons ol God by promise- 
lie who believeth on the son 
hath life, or moro plainly stated 
the promise ot life. If God and 
Christ are able to perform what 
they have promised, then the life 
is secure, it is sura, aud it is 
therefore no breach of propriety 
to u He language in speech which 
would seem to indicate that real 
possession is en joyed, as God 
will not leave the most minute 1 
part of bis promises 
'' unaccomplished. 

Thus, according to 1 John 2 : 1, 
we are called the sods ol God. 
He says, 'Behold what manner of 


God.' Here ia the tfeiy n od 
calls us his sons. We are not 
sons by any actual process of 
birth, but only in symbolic pro- 
cesses — beliving in Jesus and 
obeying his precepts. 

1 John 5 -.1— Whosoever be 
lie veth that Jesus is the Christ is 
born of God.' This is a positive 
scripture. The present tense of 
the verb is used. Taking this 
as it stands, some apply it to the 
whole natural man, aud would 
make the flesh and blood seem 
to be born of God. What is 
born ot God? It certainly can 
not mean tbe flesh and blood, or 
the man ae he is seen in this 
world. Has there been so com- 
plete a transformation, that the 
.whole man is begotten of God? 
No, it cannot be so. Only the 
mind has accepted a new belief. 
Tbe belief is of God. No man 
can como to Christ except the 
Father draw him. The promises 
made by God to men, when in- 
telligently presented, draw men. 
Whosoever believeth is begotten 
or born of God. It is not the 
whole man. but his belief which 
is born ot God. 

A man's belief is often put for 
the whole man. In this case it 
is very right to do so. A real 
belief prompts men to action, and 
a belief in Christ leads the man 
to do the commandments of 
Christ, This then Is the strength 
and power of the Christian reli- 
gion, and the man who does so 
ia all the same as realty and 
truly born ot God, for the seed 
of eternal life is in him, arid 
when the full time comes, he will 
take on the glorified body. 

There is in Grammar a law 
that bears the name of syn- 
ecdoche, which put a a part for a 
whole, and a whole for a part. 
It is therefore not out of place to 
speak ot a man's belief as though 
it was all of the man. Under 
thia view it is easy to understand 
the statements of scripture on 
being born of God, and heirs ac- 
cording to the promise. There 
ia no lack of harmony in the 
scriptures upon any subject when 
accepted as they are written and 
understood as they are intended. 
The whole fabric of salvation 
rests upon tbe Promise, which 
Peter preached at Pentecost, 
The appearance ol Christ iu the 
Yiorld wae the accomplishment 
of a part ol tbe promiae. The 
promise ia wholly unconditional. 
Not one condition is to be iound 
in it. God has blessed mau with 
this covenant, that is a knowl- 
edge of it, aud mau can avail 
himself of its advantages. But 
in doing this there is a counter 
covenant, the gospel of JeBUB 
Christ, which has conditions that 
must be accepted and performed 
before heirship is assured, or 
claim to the promise is establish- 
ed by faith in Christ and obedi- 
ence to his commandments. 


was found in a kneeling posture 
at her bedside. His house cap- 
sized and be polled his family up 
through a window and saved 
them. 

Bro. W. A. Adams and bis 
whole family were aarried away, 
but all were saved. The ruins of 
the honee were found some dis- 
tance from the spot where it stood, 
and Bro. Adams could hardly 
distinguish them. 

Bro. Samuel J. Giflin and wife 
floated about upon the water all 
night upon apiece of their house, 
a door or some part. 

Bro, Daniel Crofford is still in 
tbe Cambria Iron works and fs 
one of the managers or overseers. 
He hetd such a position before 
the flood, and the man next 
higher was drowned, and he has 
been advanced. 

Bro. Peter A. Cobaugh stayed 
in bis store, with his wife uutil 
tho water bad risen some depth 
in the second story. Then fear- 
ing the building would crash, be 
took her in one arm, and plunged 
into the water, then more than 
fifteen feet deep and succeeded 
in swimming about four rods to 
another building and were saved. 
The Brethren church has one 
end knocked out, and a flat car 
knocked a hole in one side wall, 
and some other object knocked a 
hole in the other side. 


Another harvest season ts almost 
here, and there seems to be fair crops 
In all parts of the country; tbe pros- 
pect* are more generally good than 
usual. 


Bro. Kit Iters in Ohio. 
Very unexpectedly Bro. J.B. 
Ri tigers, pastor ot the Johnstown 
church, came in upon us last 
week, lie is out on a mission ot 
raifliug money to repair the 
Johnstown church house. He 
told us many thiugs about the 
horror. We gave him what en- 
couragement we could and bade 
him God speed in tbe work. We 
commend him to the substantial 
sympathy of all the churches. 
Open your heart and purse hreth 
ren, to his appeal. 

He has fixed a series of appoint- 
ments iu Ohio : 

He was at North Liberty, J una 
16th, morning, and at Ankney- 
town iu the evening. Glenford, 
IT, and 18th. 

He will be at Dayton, June 19, 
Bear Creek, June 20 ; Miamis- 
burg, June 21; Farmeraville, 
June 22; Winchester, June 23; 
West Alexandria, June 25; 
Pleasant Hill? June 28; Coving- 
ton, June 29. He will then go to 
Indiana and spend some time 
among the churches. But many 
churches be can not visit, so let 
pastors and members go to work 
at once and raise subscriptions 
and take collections, aud send to I 
us, bo that the poor brethren of 
Johnstown can speedily have 
their church privileges restored 
to them. 


Stanley, the famous African explorer 
has again been heard from, lie Is 
moving up and down In a vast con- 
tinent to discover new people and new 
lands. The Btble yet. remains a great 
unexplored continent in knowledge, 
parts of which are still unknown. 
The man who claims that all of the 
truths of the Bible are discovered, 
utters as great an untruth as the one 
who says all of the lands of tbe earth 
are known. 

The Brethren at Johnstown have 
done the proper thing iu publishing a 
certificate that Bro. Bittgers is au- 
thorized to receive subscriptions for 
repairing of their church. 

At the late Presbyterian Assembly a 
Chinese Missionary, B. M. Mateer, was 
a delegate. To a reporter he said : 

■How large Is His shan-Tung pro- 
vince V . , 
'It has an area equal to tbe size ot 
Missouri, and contains a population of 
3D , WO ,000. T bese peo pie 1 ive principal - 
ly on wheat, as the province is too far 
uortu to raise rice. A short crop year 
weans starvation to many thousands. 
There are few trees i« the country, and 
the people raise their own fuel. It Is a 
ylwut with a stalk somewhat, larger 
than that of Indian corn. The leaves 
are gathered from the stalk and used 
for lodder, and tlie stalk is carefully 
stowed away for ore wood. 1 urn sta- 
tioued at the city of WeiHiem, and 
manage to buy coal for our schools and 
dwellings. ' 

•How many converts have been made 
in Shan-Tung V 

'About 2,300, and tbey are not *nce 
Christians.' 'Bice Christians' are 
those Chinamen who pretend to he 
con ve rted 1 n order to get somet h i u g free. 
They hsna around aud gel food and are 
professional converts for what they 
can make. The assertion that a China. 
man is never reallv converted to 
Christianity is untrue. They have a 
faith, so simple, so pure, so trusting 
that actually many of them verify lbs 
liiblical narrative* of primitive Chris- 
tians, who were exorcised of evil spir- 
its. Sometimes a great commotion is 
creeled In a village when a Christian 
Chinaman lias by jirayeaaud faitti bad 
tbe devils cast out of litln. It is won- 
derful, miracolooa, but true beyond all 
doubt. Somehow we missionaries 
I lie re are not possessed of the power to 
exorcise and cast out evil aa these 
raitbf ul Chinaman, but we see and 
know that these things are of common 
occurence among our converts. Per- 
haps if we bad the Himple and intense 
faith. Hie concentration of spiritual 
power that they have, we might be 
given the same privilege and direct di. 
vine manifestations that come to them. 
If the skeptics who doubt tbe genuine- 
ness of Chinese converts could see how 
they are persecuted and have to give 
up everything to embrace Christianity 


We will have a series of meet- 
ings in Angust, end may tbe 
Lord blees and may sinners be 
gathered into the fold, is my 

prayer. 

B. L. Gordon. 


they would be convinced of their mis- 
take. 

We have on band a lengthy apology 
from Bro. D. C. Christner, of Philadel- 
phia, why he served his relation with 
tbe Disciples of Christ and united with 
the Brethren. We expect to puUish it 
next week. 

There Is a large degree of that com- 
mendable quality known as 'Push* 
about The Brethren Tract Society, 
and they are the first to announce a 
book on tbe Johnstown horror. Pas- 
tors and others, read tbe notice and 
take hold, and help yourself. 


EDITORIAL MOTES. 


Notes About Our Johnstown 
Brethren, , 

The following itema were gath- 
ered from a conversation with 
Bro. J . B. Bittgers. 

Bro. Riltgera house was wash- 
ed away and all his library, 
clothes, turniture, total loss. He 
waa at Koaedale preaching at the 
time. 
Bro. K. Z. Replogle's were all 
or purpose I in tbe house and then floated 
with the back water. Mrs, Rep 
logle'a aiater and daughters were 
visiting them at the time, and 
were all drowned. Her body 


'Hoes the Brethren Church need a 
Creed,' is a topic on which Bro. W. J. 
II. Ban u tan writes. The reason why 
men want confessions of faith ts 
because the gospel does not teach what 
they want to believe. Bro. Bauman Is 
in favor of letting well enough alone. 

There Ib an unusual amount of 
manuscript on band at this time, and 
correspondents Will please exercise a 
little patience. 

Reports from Russia say that great 
prepai-ations for war are now taking 
place. Tbe time is not here just yet 
to beat spears into pruning hooks, and 
swords int o plowshares. 

A series of Catholic Congresses were 
held in several of the governments of 
Europe recently, for the purpose of es- 
tablishing unltedactlon In gaining the 
temporal power for the Pope. They 
were all secret, and, aa a result, little 
will be learned by the public, what line 
of action was adopted. 


A Certificate. 
Johnstown, Ps., June 10, 1 889. 
Thia is to certify that the 
bearer, Rev. J. B. Rittgere, is 
authorized to solicit and receiye 
funds to repair damages to our 
church building during the flood. 
Any contributions given him will 
be thankfully received. 

1)A NIK!. Croffobd. 
• Albset Treht. 
B. A. Hkook. 
L. J, Ripple. 
Trustees of the Johnstown 


Brethren Church, 


Salem Chnrch, Ind. 

We are plodding along here as 
nsual. Have bad no accessions 
for quite a while, but we think 
there are Home that will come in 
soon. There are quite a number 
that should unite. Several 
young folks that we would be 
glad to see take up tbe cross. 
Then there are heads of families 
that are yet standing aloof from 
church relation, Betting a poor 
example before their children, 
refusing to walk upon the 'King'a 
high way.' 


An Appeal. 

The aad calamity that has be- 
fallen Johnstown is something 
that has never been heard of in' 
tbe history of these United 
States. 

Tbe fact that on the Slat of 
May the reservoir about nine 
miles east of Johnstown gave 
way and dashing ite infuriated 
waters down upon the city until 
it was literally wiped out of ex- 
istence, aa published in the 
Evangelist is only too true, 

I have visited the place where 
Johnstown formerly stood as 
one of the most prosperone citiee 
in Pennsylvania, and am sorry 
to say tire wreck and ruin can 
not be imagined, much Icbs de- 
scribed. 11 ad tire destroyed the 
city it would have been a bless- 
ing, compared with water. No 
Insurance Policies provided for 
sucb a fate, no time to remove 
household furniture, lood or 
clothing from their homes, hot 
almost instant aneouBly the mad- 
defied water rolled down upon 
tbe city, seized men, women and 
children and all that conatituted 
home and buried them beneath 
the infnriated waves. 

Ten thousand people, it is sup- 
posed, loet their lives, ten thous- 
and more are homeless and in 
destitute circumBtancee. The 
Editor taat week stated that 
probably two Brethren churches 
had been destroyed, but fortu- 
nately it is not as bad ae wae at 
brat supposed. 

The Brethren church in that 
city ia a two etory brick building 
that cost from $12,000 to $13,000, 
aud although the water was 
about four inches deep in the 
second story it would had in- 
jured the church bnt little, had 
not the skating rink passed np 
the stream and struck one cor- 
ner ot that splendid edifice, but 
such is not thecaae, yet I think 
the damage will not be more 
than five hundred dollars, but it 
should be immediately repaired 
ae a storm might entirely ruin 
the building. 

Ae a people we all looked with 
prideonthe Johnstown church 
not simply because they had such 
a splendid church edifice, but on 
account ofita proaperooB condi- 
tion and ite splendid location. 
We muat not, wo dare not let 
that church suffer in this day of 
adversity, but who will repair 
the church ? 

To all the churches we ap- 
peal for help in this time of ad- 
versity. Let the pastors bring 
this matter before their respec- 
tive churches and raise all the 
money tbey possibly can and 
send it to the writer or Wm. M. 
Trent, Griffith, Somerset Co., 
Pa. and acknowledgement will 
be made through the Evangelist. 
Brethren if you have the good 
otthe cause at heart and yon 
can be touched with sympathy, 
do respond to this urgent ap- 
nea!. 

Act ! act immediately, do not 
wait a day, and God's blessing 

shall be upon you. 

J.L. Kisjmel. 

Shanks vilie, Pa., June 8, '89. 

a4 ■ » m a 

Subscription to Heaatr the 


Johnstown Church, 

tljf Xilil»n.l Cltr Uinn-ti mud S. S. U.*S 

Bunki r Mill ("hanli by W. W. SamBtr* 1-W 

B. M. Kluiiiitl. l.ffl: Lee arli. Wit. 
IKbrtilli, N : Lola BobiM 
Mur Ifooro *,ei 

ToUI »■■ 


